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The Riverside Lawyer is published 11 times per year by the Riverside County 
Bar Association (RCBA) and is distributed to RCBA members, Riverside 
County judges and administrative officers of the court, community leaders 
and others interested in the advancement of law and justice. Advertising and 
an nounce ments are due by the 6th day of the month preceding publications 
(e.g., October 6 for the November issue). Articles are due no later than 45 
days preceding pub li ca tion. All articles are subject to editing. RCBA members 
receive a subscription au to mat i cal ly. Annual sub scrip tions are $30.00 and 
single copies are $3.50.

Submission of articles and photographs to Riverside Lawyer will be deemed 
to be authorization and license by the author to publish the material in the 
Riverside Lawyer.

The material printed in the Riverside Lawyer does not necessarily reflect 
the opin ions of the RCBA, the editorial staff, the Publication Committee, or 
other columnists. Legal issues are not discussed for the purpose of answering 
spe cif ic questions. Independent research of all issues is strongly encouraged.

Mission stateMent Calendar

Established in 1894
The Riverside County Bar Association, established in 1894 to foster 

social in ter ac tion between the bench and bar, is a professional or ga ni-
zation that pro vides con tinu ing education and offers an arena to re solve 
various prob lems that face the justice system and attorneys prac tic ing in 
Riverside Coun ty.

RCBA Mission Statement
The mission of the Riverside County Bar Association is:
To serve our members, our communities, and our legal system.

Membership Benefits
Involvement in a variety of legal entities: Lawyer Referral Service 

(LRS), Riverside Legal Aid, Fee Ar bi tra tion, Client Re la tions, Dis pute 
Res o lu tion Ser vice (DRS), Barristers, Leo A. Deegan Inn of Court, Mock 
Trial, State Bar Con fer ence of Del e gates, Bridg ing the Gap, and the RCBA 
- Riverside Superior Court New Attorney Academy.

Membership meetings monthly (except July and August) with key note 
speak ers, and par tic i pa tion in the many committees and sections.

Eleven issues of Riverside Lawyer published each year to update you 
on State Bar matters, ABA issues, local court rules, open forum for com-
mu ni ca tion, and timely busi ness matters.

Social gatherings throughout the year: Installation of RCBA and 
Bar risters Of fic ers din ner, Law Day ac tiv i ties, Good Citizenship Award 
ceremony for Riv er side Coun ty high schools, and other special activities, 
Continuing Legal Education brown bag lunches and section work shops. 
RCBA is a cer ti fied provider for MCLE programs. 

June

 8 Civil Litigation Roundtable with 

  Hon. Craig Riemer

  Noon – Zoom 

  MCLE

 12 Juvenile Law Section Meeting

  12:15 – Zoom

  Speaker:  Douglas Parker, Esq.

  Topic: “Implicit Bias in the Legal Profession

     and Strategies to Reduce Bias”

  MCLE

 13 Civil Litigation Section Meeting

  Noon – Zoom 

  Speaker:  Tom Kirkham

  Topic: “Defending Against Cyber Threats: 

     Strategies to Prevent Cyber Attacks”

  MCLE

 14 Criminal Law Section Meeting

  Noon – RCBA 3rd Floor

  Speaker:  Brent Romney

  Topic: TBA

  MCLE

 20 Family Law Section

  TBA

 23 General Membership Meeting

  Joint with the Hispanic Bar Association

   of the Inland Empire

  Noon – RCBA 3rd Floor

  Speaker:  Ruben Duran, Esq.

  Topic: “The State of Diversity in the 

  Legal Profession”

  MCLE

EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

For the latest calendar information  

please visit the RCBA’s website at  

riversidecountybar.com. 
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elected officials. This year, certificates of recognition were given by U.S. 
Congressman Ken Calvert, U.S. Congressman Mark Takano, State Senator 
Richard Roth, Assemblymember Sabrina Cervantes, Assemblymember 
Bill Essayli, Assemblymember Corey Jackson and Assemblymember  
Kate Sanchez. 

The awards ceremony was held on Thursday, May 4, 2023 in 
Department 1 of the Historic Courthouse in Riverside. The following  
high school students from around the county were recognized for their 
good citizenship: 

40th Annual Good Citizenship Awards
National Law Day (May 1) is a special day 

focusing on our heritage of liberty under law, a 
national day of celebration officially designated 
by joint resolution of Congress in 1961.

As a part of its celebration of Law Day 
2023, the Riverside County Bar Association 
and Riverside County Superior Court once 
again sponsored the Good Citizenship Awards 
(established by the RCBA in 1981) for high 
school students in Riverside County. The 
award is presented to those high school juniors 
who have been designated by their respective 
principals as exhibiting the characteristics of a 
good citizen – leadership, problem solving and 
involvement on campus.

I was honored to speak along with 
Presiding Judge Judith Clark, and Judges O.G. 
Magno and Chad Firetag, to the assembled 
high school juniors and their parents, teach-
ers, principals and counselors, to recognize 
their exemplary citizenship and accomplish-
ments.

The recipients received $150 cash sti-
pends from the RCBA and the Lawyer Referral 
Service, as well as certificates of merit from 
the Riverside County Superior Court and local 

by Lori Myers

Presiding Judge Judith Clark presents a certificate to 
Olivia Contreras from Paloma Valley High School.

Alvord — Lucy Bryan
Alvord Alternative — Kayla Galvin
Banning — Joseph Velasquez
Beaumont — Hailey Mayfield
Desert Hot Springs — Tyler Crncic
Great Oak — Damien Milton
Hemet — Calvin Brown
Hillcrest — Mohammed Lahlisi
Jurupa Valley — Bryan Gomez
La Sierra — Justin Auld
Martin Luther King — Dania Khan
Moreno Valley — Sarah Abundis
Mountain View — Donald Downs
Murrieta Mesa — Dezirae Gines
Murrieta Valley — Elijah Reading
Norco — Kaiya Cameron
Norte Vista — Kimberly Leon
Notre Dame — Ashley DeGennaro
Palm Springs — Vanessa Bitanga
Palo Verde Valley — Amy Moreno
Paloma Valley — Olivia Contreras
Perris — Angel Zinzun
Poly — Isabel Yrungaray
Ramona — Christina Chimal
Rancho Verde — Leah Welch
Vista del Lago — Alyssa Reyes
Vista Murrieta — Joseph Queriapa
Woodcrest Christian — Grace vanHaaster 

Photographs by Michael J. Elderman 

Lori Myers is a local private criminal defense attorney and founder of the 

Warrior Attorney Academy©. 

Good Citizenship award recipients, family, friends and school administrators.
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Another Amazing Event:
The Barrister’s board is proud to 

announce a very successful 4th Annual 

Judicial Reception. Once again, we are so 

very thankful to our many sponsors and for 

the multiple judicial officers who were able 

to attend. 

We had an unprecedented over 120 

people in attendance for this event! More importantly, we were finally 

able to honor the 2020 award recipients along with the 2023 award 

recipients.

For those who missed it, the following individuals were honored: 

2020 Award Recipients
Judge of the Year – Honorable John Vineyard 

Attorney of the Year – Gregory G. Rizio 
Clerk of the Year – Lisa Acosta

2023 Award Recipients
Judge of the Year – Honorable Emma Smith 

Attorney of the Year – Megan Demshki 

Clerk of the Year – Lisa Hamlet

It was an outstanding selection of award recipients and as you can 

see from the photos, everyone really seemed to enjoy themselves. 

Elections: 
So, what’s next for Barristers?? Well, next is our elections for the 

2023-2024 term. Our current nominees are: 

President-Elect: Summer DeVore

Treasurer: Kevin E. Collins

Secretary: Priscilla George

Member-at-Large: Alejandro Barraza, Nolan Kistler, Sandra Lattouf, 

Jack Rafter, and Sharon Ramirez

Elections will be held in person on June 21, 2023, at 5:30 p.m., and 

Happy Hour is sponsored by Melissa Baldwin, at Baldwin Settlements. 

Please keep an eye out for our flyer! 

Closing Remarks:  
As a reminder, if anyone is interested in joining us, I encourage 

you to reach out to me at 951-781-6500, or shoot me an email, lvogt@

riziolawfirm.com, I would love to chat with you!

Barristers President’s Message

by Lauren Vogt

Back l-r  Kevin Collins, Alex Barraza, Ankit Bhakta, 
David Rivera, Mike Ortiz  Front 1-r  Summer DeVore,  

Sharon Ramirez, Priscilla George, Lauren Vogt

David Rivera, Lauren Vogt, Greg Rizio, Mike Ortiz

Lauren Vogt, Megan Demshki, David Rivera

Alex Barraza, Goushia Farook, David Rivera, 
Lauren Vogt, Ellen Peng, Mike Ortiz, 

Summer DeVore, Priscilla George

Follow us! 
For upcoming events and updates: 
Website: RiversideBarristers.org 
Facebook: Facebook.com/RCBABarristers/
Instagram: @RCBABarristers 

Lauren M. Vogt is an associate with Rizio Lipinsky 
Law Firm. 
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PraCtiCing resPonsiBly and ethiCally  
intelleCtual ProPerty and CoMPetenCe 

To be blunt, the authors don’t know much about this month’s theme: intel-
lectual property law. We don’t practice in that area. But we suspect that, like us, 
many of you who are not IP lawyers have clients who come to you with IP issues. 
Before tackling those issues, acquaint yourself with California Rules of Professional 
Conduct (“CPRC”), Rule 1.1. The Rule instructs lawyers to “perform legal services 
with competence.” (CPRC 1.1(a).) While the competence California requires of 
lawyers entails general abilities that help most working adults in any profession or 
trade—like emotional stability, baseline physical capacity, conscientiousness, and 
diligence—it also includes subject-matter expertise. 

If a client or potential client presents you with an issue that involves a com-
plicated area of law in which you lack sufficient expertise, you have three options 
for ensuring the matter is handled competently. The obvious first option is to refer 
the matter to another lawyer who is competent in the field. (CPRC 1.1(c)(iii).) The 
second option is to associate with or professionally consult another lawyer who is 
competent in the field. (CPRC 1.1(c)(i).) The third option is to acquire sufficient 
learning and skill in the particular area of law before performance is required. 
(CPRC 1.1(c)(ii).) 

If you choose to refer the matter to, or consult or associate with, a subject-mat-
ter expert, be sure to do your research. The Rule requires you to refer the matter 
to—or consult or associate with—an attorney you “reasonably believe” to be com-
petent. What is reasonable will of course depend on the circumstances. But as a 
rule of thumb, you might consider finding an attorney who is certified by the State 
Bar as a specialist in the area at issue.1 For areas of law that do not have a certified 
specialty, like IP, ask trusted colleagues for recommendations. If all else fails, use 
Google. Once you find a candidate, it is advisable to have a conversation with him 
or her to ensure that they have the requisite experience and get verbal or written 
confirmation that they can handle the case. 

If you choose to educate yourself to gain competence in the subject, you know 
where to go—case law, statutes, practice guides, treatises, blogs, continuing edu-
cation materials, conferences, etc. Know before doing so, however, that the bar for 
competence can in many instances be higher for attorneys who attempt to educate 
themselves instead of turning to a subject-matter expert. If at any point during the 
learning process you feel like you are in over your head, it might be time to pursue 
one of the other options and get the help of a competent attorney.

Rule 1.1 does provide a bit of wiggle room for handling unfamiliar issues for 
clients in an emergency. In cases where you are not competent in the subject 
area but “referral to, or association or consultation with, another lawyer would be 
impractical,” you may give such advice or assistance as is reasonably necessary in 
the circumstances. What is reasonable will, as always, depend on the circumstanc-
es. But it is not hard to envision a situation where you can provide limited, nec-
essary services in an emergency. In the IP context, perhaps it would be reasonable 
to file for a temporary restraining order on the day your client learns a competitor 

1 CACI 604 suggests a lawyer can be liable for failing to refer the matter to a legal specialist. 
You can find a certified specialist on the CalBar website at https://apps.calbar.ca.gov/ 
members/ls_search.aspx.

by David Cantrell and Cole Heggi

has recently gone or will soon go to 
market with a product that infringes 
on your client’s patent. At some 
point thereafter, the emergency will 
wane and you should follow one of 
the options provided in Rule 1.1.

David Cantrell is a partner with the 
firm Lester, Cantrell & Kraus, LLP. His 
practice focuses on legal malpractice 
and professional responsibility issues. 
David is certified by the California State 
Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization as a 
specialist in legal malpractice law.

Cole Heggi is senior counsel at Lester, 

Cantrell & Kraus, LLP, where he also 

represents and advises clients on legal 

malpractice and professional responsi-

bility issues.  

Don Cripe
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INLAND EMPIRE’S 
PREMIER 
SERIOUS INJURY & 
WRONGFUL 
DEATH LAW FIRM

893 E. Brier Drive, San Bernardino, CA 92408
IE: (909) 890-1000 OC: (949) 922-8690
Toll Free: (877) 611-1529
www.wshapiro.com

CONTACT FOR 
FREE CONSULTATION
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One of the first stories I ever had published was a story 
in XO Jane about infertility. I was so excited to get the accep-
tance for a story that meant so much to me that I jumped 
at the chance. They offered me a measly fifty dollars and 
sent me a pages long contract asking to take the rights to 
basically all of my stories involving infertility. I scratched 
out much of the wording and left a pretty basic right to take 
the rights to that specific story only. Unfortunately, XO Jane 
did sell the article to another venue, Lifetime’s website, and 
I was not paid.  

If I had to do it over, I would offer the magazine a right 
of the first print only and retain all of the reprinting rights 
and forgo the payment. Yet, I am thankful that I was savvy 
enough to delete much of the over broad language and 
wording that the original contract contained. Otherwise, 
they may have had an argument that they owned the rights 
to the book I am working on about my infertility struggles, 
and believe me, that story is all mine.

By the time I published my two books, I had learned 
my lesson. For my first book, Portrait of a Deputy Public 
Defender, or how I became a punk rock lawyer, which was 
published by Bamboo Dart press in 2021 (a small indepen-
dent press and amalgam of Pelekenisis Press in Claremont 
and Shrimper records), I retained all of my rights. That’s 
right, all of them. The benefit to this is two-fold. First, I 
plan on expanding the multi-genre chapbook about public 
defense, punk rock, and social justice into a much longer 
academic press type publication, so the rights to it mean 
everything. Second, I am working on a mashup adaptation 
of my chapbook and my longer memoir into a limited series, 
and I definitely do not want there to be any question or issue 
about who owns what. 

My memoir, Tales of an Inland Empire Girl, the story 
of my Inland Empire childhood, my chaotic family life, and 
my punk rock high school dropout year, came out in 2022. I 
granted my small press publisher Los Nietos Press, a non-ex-
clusive right to publish the book (the book only as I retain all 
other rights to put it on the stage or screen) for two years. 
At the end of the two years, I can retract all rights, retaining 
everything. This setup allows me to build the following for 
the book and my platform and hopefully sell the rights to 
a Big 5 Press in the future for real money. It is really not 
about the money because ultimately, my dream is to have 
Tales of an Inland Empire Girl picked up by Scholastic and 
have it in every high school in America. Or maybe, I might 
just keep the rights to everything and sell it out of my trunk 
if I have to.

The lesson or takeaway from all of this is that you should 
value your creative work, whether it be an article in a mag-
azine or a full-length manuscript. Know your value. Your 
intellectual property that you create on your own time is 
yours, and do not let excitement or naiveté blind you to the 

fact that this is a business. Get representation or at the very 
least talk to other writers and authors about what a standard 
contract looks like and do not feel hesitant to negotiate. In 
the end, you gotta fight to keep your rights. 

For me, my words and my books are my children, my 
life blood, my joy and my heart. I will not ever let them go 
easily again. Yes, it’s true that I want my work read by people 
everywhere, but I also want to keep the rights so that no one 
can touch my work but me, especially for adaptations. 

In the meantime, I will just keep on writing early morn-
ing, cup of coffee by my side.

Juanita E. Mantz (JEM) is a Riverside County Deputy Public 
Defender and her book, Tales of an Inland Empire Girl, is a 
finalist for the 2023 Latino Books to Movie Awards and her 
book, Portrait of a Deputy Public Defender or how I became a 
punk rock lawyer won a gold medal at the 2022 International 
Latino Book Awards for best first book, nonfiction, English. 
(Note that the Riverside Lawyer Magazine takes a right of pub-
lication only and the author retains all future rights.) 

you gotta Fight For your literary rights

by Juanita E. Mantz

CONFERENCE ROOMS 
AVAILABLE

Riverside County Bar 
Association Building

4129 Main Street, Riverside 92501

In the heart of Downtown Riverside
Next to Family Law Court

Across the street from Hall of Justice and 
Historic Courthouse

Within walking distance to U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court, U.S. District Court and 

Court of Appeal

Various size rooms available. 
Call for more information.

(951) 682-1015
rcba@riversidecountybar.com
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Share your expertise 
As lawyers, judges or other legal 
professionals you have insight into 
the local legal industry that outside 
observers do not. How are you sharing 
your knowledge with the community? 
Follow Our Courts is proud to provide 
a venue for local legal professionals to 
publish commentaries on recent cases, 
legislation, trends and more. Email 
Executive Editor Toni Momberger at 
tcm@followourcourts.com to submit 
your commentary or letter to the editor.    

To receive updates from Follow Our 
Courts as soon as they’re available,  join 
the discussion on Facebook, LinkedIn 

and Twitter today!

Follow Our Courts has your back if you want to start a 
greater discussion. Legal professionals across the Inland 
Empire can benefit from reading commentary from 
others to expand their understanding of the industry and 
from offering their own thoughts to demonstrate their 
own experience.

Follow Our Courts has a database of commentary pieces 
written by other Inland Empire-based legal professions 
across the Inland Empire. Some recent commentaries 
include:

 Racial Justice Issues in 2023  

 Miranda: No, it’s not dead. But holding police 
accountable sure is. 

Enjoy full access
By subscribing to Follow Our Courts you can enjoy 
complete access to our searchable database of articles 

relating to a wide variety of legal topics, judges 
and attorneys and major news 

stories. Visit followourcourts.
com to subscribe today.
Take advantage of this 
free, local resource, 
brought to you by 
McCune Law Group - visit 
FollowOurCourts.com  

23-FOCX-0022-ADV 5/15

KEEPING 
YOU INVOLVED 
AND ONE 
STEP AHEAD
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using your legal skills Creatively 

For many years, I’ve pondered who wrote the New Testament book of 
Hebrews. The authors of the other 26 books are all known. Not so with 
Hebrews. The authorship has been a matter of debate for nearly 2,000 
years. Many have suggested the Apostle Paul, Apollos, or an unknown and 
unidentified writer. You might consider this a cold case, but because of 
numerous clues which surface in a deep-dive into the setting, the intend-
ed audience, and the text itself, I was confident the author was Silas, 
Paul’s co-leader on his second mission trip to ancient Turkey, Macedonia, 
and Greece. Because knowing the author and setting vitally impacts the 
book’s message for today, I wanted to correctly identify the author and 
setting and then convince others with a well-reasoned argument. 

I am not a pastor although, I went to seminary for a couple of years. 
I am also not a theological academician. I am a lawyer. Even though a 
“theological-lawyer” may be an oxymoron, I realized I could use my legal 
skills to present this case. I decided to encapsulate my argument in the 
form of a book, impaneling my readers as members of the jury, and pre-
senting my arguments as I would for a jury trial, starting with an open-
ing statement and then giving the evidence piece by piece. The evidence 
was complex since this case was 1,960 years old.

Writing 18 chapters felt like writing 18 different legal briefs on 
slightly different topics.

It is a good thing that Silas was not being accused of a crime. After 
2,000 years, it would have been hard to prove the case beyond a rea-
sonable doubt. However, I think I proved it to a preponderance of the 
evidence and, in my secret life, I imagine that some jury might think I 
proved it with clear and convincing evidence.

Not only is the author unknown, the setting of the book is not known 
either. The time of writing, location of writing, and audience are all in 
dispute. This meant that discovering the correct geography and history 
were just as important as the author’s ability and credibility to write the 
book. One thing that is generally accepted is that Hebrews was in the 
form of a letter written from one location to another.

After 2000 years, one might think that there is no interest in discov-
ering the author. But there have been at least four other books in the 
last 20 years on this subject. These four books argue for three different 
authors and none of them argue for Silas. I did have a few advantages 
over a modern-day trial. I didn’t have to worry about peremptory chal-
lenges, which would eliminate prospective jurors. Also, the jury readers 
would not have to be unanimous or come to any consensus.

I started assembling the evidence. The text and other New Testament 
books provided documentary evidence. In Christian circles, this is the 
most compelling if it is clear. But determining and arguing the clarity 
of a document is a standard legal skill. Expert testimony was elicited 
from Roman historians Cassius Dio, Suetonius and Tacitus as well 

by Bob Andersen

as Jewish historian Flavius Josephus. 
The evidence presented from other 
writers who have suggested alterna-
tive authors was analyzed and eval-
uated with a fresh perspective. Early 
Christian writer Clement of Rome as 
well as Christian historian Eusebius 
and modern historians both Catholic 
and Protestant were researched and 
considered. Silas has not generally 
been considered one of the major 
“suspects.” The advantage for me was 
that there was not much analysis of 
any evidence against him. The disad-
vantage was that most commentators 
focused on other authors.

Understanding the historical set-
ting was vital. In A.D. 66, Jerusalem 
was at war. The ruling Romans sent 
a legion (7000 soldiers) to put down 
what they considered a rebellion. In 
a twist of fate, in November A.D. 66, 
a group of Jewish Zealots capitalized 
on a Roman military error and wiped 
out the legion. Rome was not amused. 

10 Riverside Lawyer, June 2023



They responded by dispatching four legions—gravely 
endangering the 20,000-plus-member church there. 
While many commentators opine that the letter was 
written to Rome, contemplating this one historical fact 
casts serious doubt on that theory.

Second, if Silas is the author, he had to have 
motive, opportunity, and ability. Silas was a leader in 
the church in Jerusalem and would have the motive 
to encourage the church to persevere through this 
upcoming unpleasantness. I contend Hebrews was 
written from Rome. Silas had the opportunity since 1 
Peter 5:12 puts Silas in Rome at that time. Silas had the 
ability to write the letter since Hebrews is remarkably 
like 1 Peter in both content and writing style and 1 
Peter claims it was written “through Silas.” 

A closing argument summed up the evidence to 
argue the various geographical, historical, and writing 
style issues in a more logical fashion than the order the 
evidence needs to be presented. As lawyers know, the 
evidence comes in one piece at a time and sometimes 
the jury cannot understand the importance of one piece 
of evidence until another piece is introduced. In this 
case, focusing on the history, geography, and content 
was complex.

One of the satisfying points was that when the 
author and setting of the book is known, you can com-
pare the 1st-century setting of the Roman Army invad-
ing Jerusalem to “put down the rebellion at all costs” 
and understand the importance of the message to 
Christians who find themselves in the middle of a dan-
gerous society. I found the setting of this 2,000-year-old 
letter is beginning to parallel current-day events and 
the message pertinent if not urgent for us to consider. 
Understanding the setting, audience, and author make 
the message come alive.

My verdict was that Silas wrote Hebrews from Rome 
to the church at Jerusalem during the Roman-Jewish 
war in early A.D. 67, three years before Jerusalem fell to 
the Romans in A.D. 70. If you would like to weigh in on 
whether you think I proved my case, the book is Who 
Wrote Hebrews? The Case for Silas and His Message for 
Today and is available on Amazon. You can send your 
comments to me directly at Bob@AndersenMediations.
com or leave them at www.SilasWroteHebrews.com. 

Bob Andersen’s firm is Andersen Mediations focusing on resolv-
ing disputes through mediations. 
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A very long time ago, a common rear-end automobile 
accident produced a lawsuit. There was nothing extraor-
dinary about the damage to the vehicles. It was almost 
nonexistent, except for the striking vehicle, essentially a 
broken front grill. The driver of the striking vehicle was, 
however, very uncommon. Dr. Alexander Metherell was a 
Board-Certified Radiologist who also held a Ph.D. in engi-
neering from the University of Bristol, England … (which 
means he also spoke with that English accent, which 
predicates credibility, especially helpful for a tenderfoot 
trial lawyer.)

Dr. Metherell advocated that the insurance com-
pany should not pay anything on this claim and that 
the aggrieved driver could not have been hurt from the 
“forces” of the impact, and thus was not damaged. The 
case should be defended … and it was … successfully. 
The application of physics and biology, biomechanics for 
example, was wonderful and remarkable, a specialty filled 
with the technical articulates of science, preserved with 
intellectual property, filed at the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office “UTSTO” and both “trade secret” 
secured and unsecured except by binding documents such 
as contracts, policies, and procedures.

Today, perhaps at the apex of known biologic and 
engineering science, which affects easily over a billion 
people every year1 in a very personal way, these forces may 
be imposed by exciting amusement rides and attractions. 

1 Multiple internet sites estimate over 300 million people ride roller 
coasters every year. That is primarily from “amusement park” 
statistics, which are tabulated each year by industry associations. 

While there are very few courses in engineering schools 

about extraordinary forces personally imposed on the 

“public at large” by 80+ miles per hour, upside down, 

through dark tunnels; or the seemingly impossible expe-

rience while over 200 feet in the air rotating forwards in 

your seat 116 degrees — the tallest beyond vertical drop 

in the world — without any lap belts or over the shoulder 

restraints — nothing above the thighs.2 There are engi-

neers, artists, craftsmen, and students around the world, 

who imagine, dream, invent, design, and create elements 

to provide such experiences, which like this seat, are pat-

ented here in the United States, Europe, and elsewhere. 

They are protected by California and United States patent 

and trade secret laws or private contracts. This article will 

seek to discuss all three methods.

It does not reflect those riding rides at fairs and carnivals or those 
outside of the United States. One billion riders is undoubtably 
very conservative.

2 See USPTO 9,827,503 filed November 28, 2017; also Lagoonpark.
com The Cannibal Ride and see Riverside Lawyer September 2018

intelleCtual ProPerty: 
Patents, tradeMarks and trade seCrets

by Boyd Jensen
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Patents
In 1952, the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office, “USPTO” was established (Patent Act 35 United 
States Code) within the Department of Commerce (35 
U.S.C. §1). Processes, machines, manufacture or compo-
sition of matter, or new and useful improvements could 
be patented. (35 U.S.C. §101.). Patents must be filed with 
applications which identify the patent inventor or agent, 
the specifications of the patent – technical description 
– with drawings, claims which define the scope of the 
patent, to be sworn under oath to the accuracy of the 
application contents, and establishing they are the orig-
inator or first inventor. There are three types of patents: 
utility, design, and plant. Patents can also be provisional 
and nonprovisional, although design inventions may not 
use provisional applications.

An example considering the amusement industry, in 
1978 they came together with the American Society of 
Testing and Materials “ASTM” to create Committee F-24 
Amusement Rides and Devices. This group over time 
created thousands of pages of documents organizing how 
rides should be safely designed, manufactured, operated, 
and modified. Standard Practice for Design of Amusement 
Rides and Devices F2291 is over 120 pages of those crite-
ria. The results of these efforts from minds around the 
world were that many patents were filed, including the 
above seat configuration, without restraints, except the 
thighs or hand bars, which comply with the g-force and 
restraint limits. When reviewing the “amusement ride” 
patents for this article, over 70 filings were easily found, 
primarily from Disney and Universal, albeit there are also 
many other patents not categorized as an amusement 
attraction, like trains, for example.3

3 See Figures in ASTM F-24 Standard 2291 sections 7.1.4.4 and 
6.2.1.

G-forces experienced, but never ever previously for-
mally calibrated were also measured with accelerometers 
affixed to 14-year old students, who participated in com-
mon activities, with the following results. Note that the 
g-force levels far exceed those allowed on rides, primar-
ily because the g-forces there can be imposed over time, 
while the jump rope, though generating over 18 gs was 
instantaneous.4 

Patent filings are handled by specialist counsel or 
practitioners who specialize in helping complete the fil-
ing process. The filing process is intended for persons to 
be completed online. Those seeking aid, however, should 
consider relying upon individuals registered with the 
USPTO. 

Trademarks
A trademark is a word, symbol, or phrase used to iden-

tify a particular product (15 U.S.C. § 1127). When a mark 
is used to identify services (such as “Jiffy Lube”), rather 
than products, it is called a service mark, but it involves 
rights that are no different than a trademark. Exclusive 
use of the mark is granted to the owner, and infringe-
ments upon the mark in the commercial environment can 
be prosecuted with the collection of damages.

Under some circumstances, trademark protection 
goes beyond words, symbols, and phrases to include other 
aspects of a product such as color, shape, or packaging. 
For example, the distinctive shape of a Coke bottle 

4 The diagram and data in this article was obtained by the author’s 
gullible son under the direction of neurophysiologist Dr Richard 
Brown.  Dr. Brown was teaching at the Case Western Reserve 
University, at the School of Medicine in biomechanics and 
orthopedic surgery in the early 1970s, when the Cedar Point 
Amusement Park in Sandusky, Ohio approached him because a 
rider had suffered a broken collar bone on a new roller coaster. 
He applied his experience creating breakthrough methods to 
diagnose and treat spinal cord injuries, in analyzing the ride. 
He found the weakness and oversaw the ride track modification. 
Thereafter he continued to work within the amusement industry 
to provide counsel and guidance on patents and other ride design 
improvements.
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might serve as an identifying feature. Such things are 
called “trade dress” and may be protected if consumers 
associate that feature with a particular manufacturer or 
product.

Historically, trademarks were governed by common 
law, then state law in the United States, followed by 
federal law, which was most recently amended in 1996. 
Trademark rights are protected with registration of 
the mark with the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office. For example, the marks of “The Cheesecake 
Factory,” “Oreos,” (above) and “Twinkies” are all reg-
istered trademarks. “The Cheesecake Factory” is regis-
tered for both a trademark and a service mark because 
the company sells both products and services.

Registration of a mark is not required for protection 
(15 U.S.C. § 1551), as the common law still applies, but 
registration does give a party the exclusive right to use 
the mark nationwide (15 U.S.C. § 1072), and constitutes 
constructive notice to others that the trademark is taken. 
Registration also enables the owner of the mark to bring 
suit in federal court (15 U.S.C. § 1121), and allows the 
potential collection of treble damages, attorney fees, and 
other remedies. There is a five-year window to contest a 
mark as improperly registered, meaning that after five 
years the mark becomes incontestable and the exclusive 
right is conclusively established (15 U.S.C. § 1065).

A trademark owner can sue for trademark infringe-
ment (15 U.S.C. §§ 1114, 1125), and can prevail if it can 
establish likelihood of confusion. The use of a trade-
mark in connection with the sale of a good constitutes 

infringement if it is likely to cause consumer confusion 
as to the source of those goods or as the sponsorship or 
approval of such goods. According to the International 
Trademark Association, the use of a logo rather than 
plain text does mislead as it infers an affiliation, spon-
sorship or endorsement.

Under federal law, a trademark dilution claim can 
be brought only if a mark is famous (15 U.S.C. § 1125). 
Even so, the general rule for state law is that the mark 
need not be famous, but only must have selling power. 
Under a trademark dilution cause of action, the owner 
of the mark must prove that the offending use dilutes 
the distinctive quality of that mark, either through blur-
ring or tarnishing of that mark. Unlike an infringement 
claim, the holder of the mark need not prove consumer 
confusion. Blurring occurs when a mark is weakened 
by identification with dissimilar products. A California 
remedy available in a trademark dilution claim is 
injunction. A party is entitled to injunctive relief with a 
likelihood of dilution of the distinctive quality of a mark 
or trade name, notwithstanding the absence of compe-
tition between the parties or the absence of confusion 
as to the source of goods or services. (Cal. Bus. & Prof. 
Code § 14247.)

If successful in court, the owner of the brand is rou-
tinely awarded injunctions against further infringing or 
diluting use of the trademark [15 U.S.C. § 11116(g)]. 
Monetary relief may include the taking of the defen-
dant’s profits, damages sustained by the plaintiff, and 
costs [15 U.S.C. § 1117(g)]. Damages may be trebled 
upon showing of bad faith.

Trade Secrets
In 1984, California, like almost all states, adopted 

the federal Uniform Trade Secrets Act which was pub-
lished in 1979 and amended in 1985, and as late as 2016 
with the Defend Trade Secrets Act of 2016. There are 
also elements of the Economic Espionage Act of 1996, 
which should be considered in any analysis of the feder-
al laws about trade secrets.

In California, a “trade secret” is information, includ-
ing a formula, pattern, compilation, program, device, 
method, technique, or process, that derives independent 
economic value, … not being generally known and is 
subject of reasonable efforts to maintain its secrecy. 
(Uniform Trade Secrets Act, Civil Code §3426.1(d)). If 
such information et. seq. is “misappropriated,” injunc-
tive relief is available (Civic Code 3426.2) in addition 
to damages for actual losses and unjust enrichment, 
including exemplary damages (Civil Code § 26.3) and 
attorney fees (Civil Code §§ 3426.4 & 3426.5).
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There are also analogous remedies for “trade libel,” 
which is a form of injurious falsehood like slander of 
title. This area does not see a lot of appellate review, 
but see Polygram Records, Inc. v. Superior Court 170 
Cal.App.3d 543 (1985) relied upon by the Advisory 
Committee for the California Civil Jury Instructions 
2019, at Jury Instruction 1731.

Drafting contracts or policies and procedures to pre-
serve trade secrets and qualify for the protections under 
the Civil Code will generally require following the basic 
elements below. The contracts, policies, and procedures 
should be expressly drafted, implemented and respect-
ed by employees, vendors, or commercial associates. 
Furthermore, as was shown above, these same elements 
are essential to qualify for a patent or trademark. One 
will not normally receive a telephone call asking about 
the trade secret protected by contract. That would imply 
access, which might create legal exposure. However, 
officials and reviewer’s with United States Patent and 
Trademark Office WILL CALL and ask questions and 
seek clarification and support as they review the intel-
lectual property you seek to protect with these public 
filings.
1. Ownership: To qualify for trade secret protection, 

one must own, or have exclusive access (i.e. a license 
agreement) for the information, formula, pattern, 
compilation, program, device, method, technique, 
or process. While references in contracts can be 
more discrete, the trade secret owner/licensee, AND 
THEIR COUNSEL should maintain a thorough file 
to support trade secret protection.

2. Secret: Civil Code § 3426.1(d) essentially describes 
two elements that the trade secret(s) have economic 
value and are not generally known to the public or 
competitors – those who could also derive that same 
economic value. The success of proving “secrecy” 
will not so much arise from the words of the con-
tract, policy or procedure, but rather the conduct 
which follows its drafting and execution. That 
record of secrecy should be documented over time, 
that there was compliance, and that the process to 
respect the trade secret was maintained.

3. Appropriated + (Mis…): If successful, protecting 
secrecy – number two above – any appropriation, 
by any outside actor, will be a misappropriation 
subject to injunctive relief and damages. It is often 
hard to prove the method of the “mis” part of the 
“appropriation,” but it really is less significant if 
one can prove the ownership, maintained secrecy 
and economic value being used by another without 
consent. If there are nondisclosure agreements with 

vendors of actors who are using one’s trade secret 
for economic gain, the route to the misappropria-
tion is patent, even though one may never learn the 
name of the misappropriating actor. “One does not 
ordinarily ‘acquire’ a thing inadvertently; the term 
implies conduct directed to that objective.”5 
It is highly recommended that anyone who seeks to 

draft contracts, nondisclosure agreements, policies, and 
procedures, maintain counsel who not only can draft 
the documents, but have weathered the challenges of 
enforcement. Also referring to and seeking the coun-
sel and direction from experts such as the individuals 
mentioned in this article, including footnotes, provides 
that appropriate foundation for confidence in advising 
wonderful and creative clients seeking to expand their 
economic horizons, with vigilance.

Boyd F. Jensen, II, a member of the RCBA Bar Publications 

Committee, is with the firm of Jensen & Garrett in Riverside.
 

5 Silvaco Data Systems v. Intel Corp. (2010) 184 Cal.
App.4th 210, 223. 

CEB Seeking CLE Contributors 
 
Continuing Education of the Bar (CEB), a non-profit 
program of the University of California that serves the 
California legal community, is currently developing 
exciting legal education offerings and is looking for new 
subject matter experts to record 60–90-minute on-
demand CLE programs for CEB Learning’s summer 
curriculum. 
 

CEB Contributors share their expertise with a statewide 
audience, while also promoting their work, improving 
their public speaking skills, and boosting their 
professional recognition. More than anything, CEB is 
interested in collaborating with attorneys to develop 
programs that share sophisticated legal expertise and 
provide more diverse perspectives in all practice areas. 
 

If you're an experienced California attorney who wants to 
develop and record a legal education program (or series!) 
with CEB, please complete the CEB Speaker Form. You 
can also contact the CEB Learning team at 
CEBLearning@ceb.ucla.edu. 
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annual RCBA Past Presidents’ dinner

by Robyn A. Lewis

If you have ever been in the board room in the Riverside 
County Bar Association or walked down the hallway in its 
offices on the first floor, you may have noticed the many 
frames that adorn the walls. Those frames hold the photos 
of the men and women who have served as presidents of our 
beloved organization, including the photo of the RCBA’s very 
first president, Alexander Adair. 

Every year since 1894, the RCBA has been led by a presi-
dent. In more recent years, the term of the current president 
does not reflect just the one year of service during his or her 
presidency. Each president has spent years serving our legal 
community by carrying out each position on the executive 
board, including a two-year term as a director-at-large, secre-
tary, chief financial officer, vice president, and president-elect 
before assuming the presidency. After that term, the current 
RCBA president then serves a final year on the executive 
board as the immediate past president.

The men and women who have devoted their time to 
serving the RCBA and who have served as its president 
belong to an illustrious club of attorneys, judges, and justices. 
Thanks to the efforts of some of our past presidents, that club 
meets every year to get together for an annual dinner, where 
those past presidents catch up and celebrate the RCBA and 
our Riverside legal community.

Justice Jim Ward (retired) can be credited with starting 
this amazing tradition back in the 1980’s. He had served as 
the RCBA president in 1973. Following that term, he went 
on to serve in the State Bar, where he explained that “past 
presidents of local bar associations were often valuable assets 
because of their knowledge of past activities.” Justice Ward 
commented: “They were the repository of the collective wis-
dom of their association.” 

In 1983, legendary attorney Michael Clepper was installed 
as the RCBA president. At that event, past presidents were 
invited and almost three dozen past presidents attended. 
Justice Ward took note. After learning that the Orange 
County Bar Association had a past presidents’ meeting, 
Justice Ward decided to hold a luncheon, where all of the past 

RCBA presidents were invited in 1989. During that lunch, it 
was decided that an annual event should take place for the 
past RCBA presidents to get together and the idea of an annu-
al dinner was born. To the knowledge of Justice Ward, the past 
presidents’ dinner has been held annually ever since. 

For years, Justice Ward organized the annual dinner but 
later turned that responsibility over to past presidents Sandy 
Leer Mackey (1991) and Judge Steve Cunnison (retired) 
(1981). Later, past presidents Diane Roth (1998) and Theresa 
Savage (2005) also assisted in organizing the event. Each year, 
it has become a tradition to invite the current RCBA presi-
dent, who provides a state of the bar address. The current pre-
siding judge is also invited to attend and asked to provide the 
group with comments about the current state of the court. 

The most important part of each dinner has been simply 
getting together and catching up. Perhaps the best part of 
the dinner is listening to all of the stories of past presidents, 
especially those older past presidents. Justice Ward remarked: 
“Every meeting of our group has been congenial and import-
ant to me. The recitation of attendees of their activities during 
the year has always been interesting and often amusing.”

Even during the COVID-19 pandemic, the RCBA past 
presidents found a way to continue to get together. When 
Sophia Choi (2020) was the current RCBA president, the 
event was held at her family home in their backyard. It was 

continued on page 19
The first Past Presidents’ luncheon in 1989.

Steve Harmon, Judge Craig Riemer, Theresa Han Savage, 
Harlan Kistler, Judge Chad Firetag

Past presidents with Presiding Judge Judith Clark and current 
RCBA President Lori Myers
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The past few years have posed challenges for the legal 
profession previously unheard of, and that is especially true 
for the judiciary.  The court has faced unprecedented deci-
sions regarding the interplay of Constitutional and Statutory 
Rights with the implications of a worldwide pandemic and its 
attendant public health consequences.  I am honored to have 
been selected by my fellow bench officers to lead the court as 
the Presiding Judge.  Together with our Assistant Presiding 
Judge Jacqueline Jackson, I look forward to working with the 
Riverside legal community and all of the court stakeholders to 
ensure timely access to justice for all our court users.

Riverside is now the fourth largest county in the state with 
a population approaching 2.5 million residents.  The Riverside 
Superior Court currently has 90 authorized judicial positions 
comprised of 75 judges, 14 commissioners and 1 hearing 
officer.  We currently operate 14 courthouses, from Corona 
to Blythe.  The 2022 update of the Judicial Needs Workload 
Assessment compiled by the Judicial Council, concluded that 
our court needs 22 additional judicial officers to manage 
the court’s current caseload.  Senate Bill 75, introduced by 
Senator Richard Roth and co-authored by several of our local 
assembly members and senators, is making its way through 
the legislative process.  This bill would create 26 new judicial 
positions statewide of which Riverside would receive five.  
The court is hopeful that this bill will pass, the governor will 
approve it, and that funding will be allocated to allow those 
positions to be filled.  There are currently no judicial vacan-
cies on the court, though four judicial officers will be retiring 
from the court in the coming months.  Having those judicial 
vacancies filled as soon as possible will be critical.  In con-
junction with the San Bernardino Superior Court, our court 
has implemented the Inland Counties Judicial Mentorship 
Program aimed at providing information and mentorship 
for attorneys considering applying for appointment to the 
bench.  Already several participants in this program have been 
appointed and anyone interested in a judicial appointment is 
encouraged to contact the program so they can be connected 
with a mentor judge.  

Since January, nine new judicial officers have joined the 
Riverside bench.  Four new judges were elected and took their 
oaths in January.  Judge Jay Kiel and Judge Kristi Kirk were 
both assigned to the family law division.  Judge Natalie Lough 
was assigned to the juvenile division and Judge Jason Stone 
was assigned to the criminal division.  Three new judges have 
been appointed since the first of the year.  Judge Laura Garcia, 
Judge Jason Armand, and Judge Francisco Navarro were all 
assigned to the criminal division sitting in either the Riverside 
or Banning courthouses.  Two new commissioners were hired 
by the court.  Commissioner Sharunne Foster was assigned 
to the family law division and Commissioner Matthew Forsse 
will also move to the family law division in August.

The court is very pleased to welcome aboard the new 
Court Executive Officer Mr. Jason Galkin.  Mr. Galkin has 
worked as a CEO in the California courts since 2016, most 
recently as the CEO of the Nevada County Superior Court.  He 
is a licensed attorney, having graduated from Southwestern 
Law School, and holds a graduate certificate in judicial admin-
istration from California State University in Sacramento.  The 
court’s previous CEO, Samuel Hamrick, retired after nine 
years with the court.    

The court’s multi-year process of implementing a new 
case management system is now in its final phase.  All case 
types with the exception of criminal and traffic have already 
transitioned onto the new eCourt CMS.  The criminal and 
traffic caseloads are expected to transition in early 2024.  
eCourt provides the court with significant improvements in 
case management tools, including electronic filing and the 
delivery of case information internally and remotely, thereby 
improving the level of service provided to court customers 
and expanding access to justice.  

The court is currently operating 22 criminal trial depart-
ments, the largest number of trial departments that we have 
ever had.  These criminal trial departments, along with our 
civil departments that have also been handling criminal trials, 
are on track to complete an unprecedented number of crim-
inal trials this year.  Our criminal departments are also being 
called upon to handle an ever-increasing amount of post-judg-
ment litigation including resentencing hearings in response 
to recent changes in sentencing laws.

In October, the court will open Department 12 in the 
Historic Courthouse to handle a new combination Probate/
CARE Court calendar.  Riverside County was chosen as one 
of the seven Cohort 1 counties to implement the Governor’s 
initiative to combat homelessness and mental illness known 
as CARE Court.  As part of a multi-agency county working 
group, including the behavioral health department, County 
Counsel and the Public Defender’s office, the court is work-
ing to develop and implement this program.  CARE Court 
is designed on the evidence that many people can stabilize, 
begin healing and exit homelessness in less restrictive, com-
munity-based settings.  The program will connect persons 
struggling with untreated serious mental illness-and often 
substance use challenges-with a court ordered care plan for 
up to 24 months.  

Most exciting for our court is the anticipated opening 
of two new courthouses.  In March 2024 the new Menifee 
Courthouse will open.  This courthouse will have nine 
courtrooms and will handle a variety of civil case types.  All 
family law operations currently in Hemet will move to the 
new Menifee courthouse, along with both unlimited civil 
courtrooms currently based at the Southwest Justice Center.  
A community court will also be operated from the Menifee 
court location.  The case type for the final courtroom at this 

state oF the Court

by Honorable Judith Clark
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facility has not yet been determined.  The courthouse is locat-
ed off the I-215 freeway at Newport Road in the Menifee Town 
Center.  The second courthouse to open will be the long-an-
ticipated Family and Juvenile Court in Indio.  When it opens 
in late 2024 or early 2025, the Indio Juvenile and Family 
Courthouse will contain five courtrooms hearing Juvenile 
Dependency, Juvenile Justice (Delinquency) and Family Law 
cases.  This courthouse is located on the site of the prior juve-
nile court directly adjacent to the Indio Juvenile Hall.

The past few years have brought into focus the impact 
of tremendous population growth in the Inland Empire 
combined with historical inequities in allocating and funding 
appropriate judgeships to handle the needs of Riverside’s 

growing population.  This judicial shortfall will only become 
more acute as Riverside County is expected to experience 
significant additional growth in the coming years.  The 
Inland Empire is projected to grow twice as fast as the rest 
of Southern California in the next 25 years. Every member of 
the court remains committed to affording individuals access 
to justice in a timely and meaningful manner, and the court 
welcomes the opportunity to work in conjunction with the 
legal community to better serve the needs of all court users.

Honorable Judith Clark is the presiding judge of the Riverside 
Superior Court. 

a special evening that night as the group paid tribute to the late and legendary 
Arthur Littleworth, who had served as RCBA president in 1971. 

The past presidents of the RCBA were later organized into a formal commit-
tee by past president Judge Chris Harmon (2012) during his presidency. An idea 
for what later became New Attorney Academy program, which is co-sponsored 
by the RCBA, the Riverside Superior Court and the Inland Empire Chapter of 
the American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) was initially developed in that 
committee. 

On May 10, 2023, many of the former Riverside County Bar Association pres-
idents met for this year’s annual Past Presidents’ Dinner. Having served as RCBA 
president in 2011-2012, I was honored to be part of the organizing committee 
for this year’s dinner, which also included Sophia Choi (2020), David Bristow 
(2006) and Jacqueline Carey-Wilson (2013). Lori Myers, our current RCBA 
President, was in attendance as was Presiding Judge Judith Clark. 

The dinner was held at the Victoria Club in Riverside with over twenty-five 
past RCBA presidents in attendance. We learned about what retired life was 
like from Judge Cunnison, Sandy Leer, and Mary Ellen Daniels (2003). Jean 
Simon Serrano (2016) told us about the celebration of his grandmother’s 100th 
birthday. Jim Heiting (1996), Jacqueline Carey Wilson, Diane Roth, and Steve 
Harmon (1995) spoke about their grandchildren. Judge Irma Asberry (1997) 
and Judge Craig Riemer (2000) mentioned their plans for retirement. Judge 
Chris Harmon explained his new position in Department 10 of the Historic 
Court House, while Judge Chad Firetag (2014) discussed his role as supervising 
civil judge. Geoff Hopper (1994) explained what life was like this winter while 
living in Lake Arrowhead. Harlan Kistler (2010) mentioned that his son, Nolan, 
was now an attorney and was working with him. Brian Pearcy (2002) proudly 
reported the success of this year’s Elves program, while Judge John Vineyard 
(1999) talked about his move to Family Law and the engagement of his son. 
Judge Kira Klatchko (2015) reported on life in the desert and her plans for 
spring skiing. Theresa Savage proudly spoke about her daughter’s journey in 
transitioning, while Sophia Choi talked about working at the Riverside District 
Attorney’s office. Jack Clarke (2019) explained that he had changed law firms, 
while David Bristow had to leave to attend his daughter’s choir awards. And 
me, I reported that my triplet sons were going to be thirteen and my daughter 
is nine! 

Also joining us at the dinner, which she does every year, was Charlene 
Nelson, our executive director. Each year, Charlene is instrumental in helping 
to organize this amazing event and she was recognized for her efforts with a 
presentation of flowers, which were given to her by all of the past presidents. 

As past presidents and continuing members of the Riverside County Bar 
Association, each of us are committed to ensuring the historical importance 
of all of the efforts of those who came before us. Sophia Choi and I have 
been tasked with organizing this wonderful annual event for now, which is a 
responsibility that we do not take lightly. I am so honored to be part of such 

an esteemed group and look forward to 
welcoming future RCBA presidents as 
they complete their presidencies and join 
us as a past president.

Robyn Lewis is with the firm of J. Lewis and 
Associates, APLC, chair of the New Attorney 
Academy and a past president of the RCBA.

Photos compliments of Jacqueline Carey-Wilson.
 

RCBA PAST PRESIDENTS’ DINNER from page 17

Sophia Choi, Presiding Judge Judith Clark 
and Jacqueline Carey-Wilson

Judge Irma Asberry, Judge John Vineyard and 
Diane Roth

Jean Serrano, Robyn Lewis and  
Judge Steve Cunnison (Ret.)
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oPPosing Counsel: 
Mark easter

by Megan Kilmer 

now regularly presents on eminent domain 
subjects to the International Right of Way 
Association, the Appraisal Institute, and 
CLE International throughout the State of 
California. 

Mark has also enjoyed having an active 
role in the recruitment and training of law-
yers at BB&K. Mark has served on BB&K’s 
Recruitment Committee for over 25 years. 
Since 2010, Mark has been the Chair of 
BB&K’s Associate Development Committee, 
overseeing the annual evaluation and com-
pensation process for BB&K’s associates. 
Mark really enjoys dialoguing with BB&K 
associates about how they can develop their 

practices and advance and succeed at the firm. 
Mark has enjoyed being involved in various RCBA 

activities over the years. But without question, Mark’s 
favorite program has been the annual high school mock 
trial competition. Mark began as an attorney scorer in the 
early 1990’s, and then served for about eight years on the 
Mock Trial Steering Committee. Mark was an attorney 
coach at Woodcrest Christian for ten years (including 
seven consecutive County Final Four teams) and then 
enjoyed success coaching for five years at Valley View in 
Moreno Valley. Mark keeps in touch with many of his for-
mer mock trial students, and estimates that 10-15 of his 
former students are now lawyers or law students. 

Since 2010, Mark has been very involved as a fundrais-
ing elf, shopping elf, wrapping elf, and delivery elf for the 
RCBA Elves program each year in December. Mark firmly 
believes that as an extremely blessed and fortunate per-
son, he needs to actively help the less fortunate. Following 
on that same conviction, in the last several years Mark 
has been assisting The Concerned Family (“TCF”), which 
is a food bank and outreach to poor and homeless people 
that operates in the Mead Valley area of unincorporated 
Riverside County. Mark’s involvement includes teaching 
at TCF’s Sunday meetings, and helping with TCF events 
such as backpack and toy giveaways. 

After serving several years on the RCBA Board, Mark 
has served as an RCBA officer for the last three years. 
Next year, Mark will continue his leadership as president. 
Mark hopes to be able to promote attorney civility, bet-
ter judge-attorney collaboration, and more community 
involvement by attorneys. 

Megan Kilmer is an associate at Best Best & Krieger. 

Growing up in the Philadelphia area 
watching the Phillies, Eagles, Sixers, and 
Flyers, Mark Easter could have never pre-
dicted that in less than ten years he would be 
working as a lawyer in Riverside, California. 
But when his dad was hired by World Vision 
International in Monrovia, California before 
Mark’s junior year in high school, that jour-
ney began. Overnight, Mark found himself 
in Glendora High School, learning about 
OP shorts, taquitos and guacamole, Vans 
shoes, Thrifty Ice Cream, smog days, and of 
course, In-N-Out Burger. 

Surviving the above (and other) cultur-
al shocks, Mark decided, with the encour-
agement of his father, to pursue a career in law. Mark 
received his undergraduate degree at the University of 
LaVerne, and it was at this time that Mark noted the 
growth and opportunity that lied to the east in something 
called “The Inland Empire” (IE). 

Mark then headed to Northern California for law 
school at University of California, Davis. But Mark kept a 
mental note of the IE, and in the summer after his second 
year, Mark found himself “starring” at third base for the 
Best Best & Krieger RCBA softball league team. Mark also 
managed to do enough legal work that summer to get 
invited to return to BB&K after he graduated. BB&K still 
has no idea what Mark’s grades were in his third year of 
law school, but 34 years later, it appears that BB&K made 
a reasonably decent draft choice. 

Mark gained experience in a wide variety of litigation 
his first few years at BB&K. This experience included a 
front row seat as legendary Riverside trial lawyers Barton 
Gaut and Donald Powell squared off in a battle over the 
ownership and control of the Fox Theater—the case that 
led to the Fox Theater becoming the restored jewel of 
Downtown Riverside that it is today. 

In 1993, Mark then began focusing on eminent 
domain law, benefiting from the growth potential of the 
IE that Mark recognized when he was in college. Mark 
found himself in a firm that represented many cities, 
water districts, school districts, and transportation agen-
cies. The first major project Mark worked on was MWD’s 
transformation of the Domenigoni Valley into what is now 
the Diamond Valley Lake. Mark discovered that he really 
enjoyed the “math and maps” component of eminent 
domain valuation litigation. As Mark puts it, he was bless-
ed to land in “the ideal practice area for me, in the ideal 
firm, at the ideal time, and in the ideal location.” Mark 

Mark Easter
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graduation oF 2022-2023 Class oF the rCBa-
riverside suPerior Court new attorney aCadeMy

by Robyn A. Lewis

The New Attorney Academy, which is a joint collabora-
tion by the Riverside County Bar Association (RCBA) and the 
Riverside County Superior Court, and with the assistance of the 
Inland Empire Chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates 
(ABOTA), is pleased to announce the graduation of its eighth class.

The purpose of the New Attorney Academy (Academy) is to 
provide professional guidance and counsel to assist newly admitted 
attorneys in acquiring the practical skills, judgment, and pro-
fessional values necessary to practice law in a highly competent 
manner, and to encourage sensitivity to ethical and professional 
values that represent the traditions and standards of the Inland 
Empire legal community.

This year, the Academy began its eighth term in October 2022 
with the curriculum taught by judges and noted attorneys in the 
community. Topics of the classes included an introduction to the 
legal community, a practical and intensive primer on pleadings, 
depositions and discovery, an introduction to practicing in court 
(court appearances, legal writing, research, pet peeves of the 
bench, etc.), transition into practice (dealing with clients, how 
to successfully participate in ADR, relations with other attorneys, 
case management, etc.). Students were given tours of the Historic 
Courthouse, including a “behind the scenes look” at the clerk’s 
office, the Family Law Court and the Court of Appeal, which was 
personally given by Presiding Justice Manuel Ramirez. The stu-
dents enjoyed an introduction to trial that included an interactive 
class on voir dire, tips on openings, closings, and direct and cross 
examinations from some of the most notable trial attorneys in the 
Inland Empire.

At every session, the class attended the monthly RCBA general 
membership meeting, which allowed the members to interact with 
the legal community. At the May meeting, the academy members 
were recognized for their participation and received a graduation 
certificate. This year, our graduating class was the largest that the 
Academy has ever had. 

Once again, the Academy was an enormous success, which is 
due in large part to the efforts of the Riverside County Superior 
Court and members of ABOTA, most particularly, Judge John 
Vineyard, Judge Randall Stamen, Judge Irma Asberry, Judge 
Jackson Lucky (retired), Greg Rizio, Megan Demshki, Sophia Choi, 
and Elisabeth Lord.

If you are interested in obtaining more information about 
the 2023-2024 New Attorney Academy, please contact Charlene 
Nelson at the RCBA or Robyn Lewis at robynlewis@jlewislaw.com.

Robyn Lewis is with the firm of J. Lewis and Associates, 
APLC, chair of the New Attorney Academy and a past presi-
dent of the RCBA. 

Photos compliments of Robyn Lewis.

Aily Baldwin
Maryann Briseno
Gabe Brooks
Zheng Chen
Sandra Ciprian
Iliana Colon
Lana Cook
Malika Ewart
Julianne Fleischer
Carlos Flores
Judith Gallardo
Alexis Hall
Joshua Imeri-Garcia
Anlai Jiao
Shalu Joglin

Nolan Kistler
Ruth Lecaro
Sarah Locklin
Sean Murphy
Mario Oropeza
Shukan Patel
John Rafter
Jessica Reyes
Joshua Reyes
Cecilia Rojas
Don Ross
Phillip Selio
Maryam Shafizadeh
Anyse Smith

Presiding Justice Manuel Ramirez and New Attorney 
Academy student Cecilia Rojas.

New Attorney Academy at the Court of Appeal.

New Attorney Academy Graduates – 2023
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District Attorney. Historically, by all rights, it appears 
the beginning of that lawyer relationship was many years 
prior to 1915. 

Prior to coming to California, Hugh H. Craig was 
a prominent Iowa attorney. Eventual RCBA President 
William Collier (1914) had previously partnered in Iowa 
with Hugh Craig’s father, John. In 1906, William was look-
ing for someone to partner with in California and offered 
Hugh a position if he would relocate to Riverside. Hugh 
accepted. 

William Collier first came to the Lake Elsinore area, 
then part of San Diego County, in the early 1880’s. He and 
his brother-in-law acquired a substantial amount of land 
and were busy marketing and selling parcels of their colo-
ny, known as Wildomar.2 They advertised “Two Churches, 
One School, No Saloons.” 

It probably cannot be said that Collier was actively 
practicing law throughout the 1880’s and 1890’s although 
there are reports of him actually practicing as early as 
1884. Perhaps, he was simply too busy to be a full time 
lawyer. During the 1880’s, Collier was marketing his 
Wildomar holdings. He was also busy being the President 
of California National Bank of Elsinore.3 Then there were 
all the reported events of him actively participating in 
Republican Party politics. Add to all that, William and his 
wife were a regular topic in the press social columns. The 
most one can find on his practice of law at the time was 
a brief comment in the press in 1890, “William Collier, 
although a little rusty, shows himself to be a good lawyer.”4

In 1893, when Riverside County came into existence, 
future RCBA President Lyman Evans (1916) resigned 
his position as San Bernardino County Assistant District 
Attorney to partner with William Collier in Riverside. That 
partnership lasted about five years, when in 1898, Lyman 
Evans became the Riverside County District Attorney. 
After that it appears William Collier practiced alone until 
1906, when Hugh Craig joined him in practice. 

By 1910, the partnership of Collier, Carnahan & Craig 
was considered a standout firm. Carnahan had, years 
prior, studied law under William Collier to earn his legal 
status. 

2 See Riverside Lawyer, February 2021, p. 16, or RCBA web 
biography, for William Collier.

3 Which sold its assets in 1890.
4 The Elsinore News, 14 Jun 1890, p.2.

 It’s not as if there is a competition. But at times, one 
may hear a comment about or a protestation against a 
claim of longevity of a local law firm. Reoccurring targets 
of discussion are three local firms Thompson & Colegate, 
Best, Best & Krieger and Reid & Hellyer.1 Perhaps in 
undertaking a review of each firm’s genealogy we may find 
the answer to the trivia question of which firm is older… 
or perhaps not.

Each firm has its own logical argument as to senior-
ity. But to make the argument conclusive fact would 
require a “standard” or “formula” to apply. Determining 
the standard or formula, in and of itself, will probably be 
why we may never have a consensus as to who should be 
deemed “first.” To the point, should we simply conclude 
the beginning of a firm is when its current name came 
into existence? As an example, the name Reid & Hellyer 
resulted from a merger of two firms in 1984. Or, similarly, 
the name Best, Best & Krieger arose in 1949 when John 
Gabbert was appointed to his judgeship in the Riverside 
Superior Court resulting in his name being removed from 
the firm of Best, Best, Gabbert & Krieger. The firm name 
Thompson & Colegate came into existence in 1945 when 
George Sarau’s name was removed from the firm of Sarau 
& Thompson and Roy Colegate’s name was added.

An alternate standard could be, perhaps, that the 
inception of a firm should be on the day the firm’s pro-
genitor started to practice law? Which leads to who should 
be deemed the progenitor? Even then, should we modify 
that standard to be when one commenced to practice in 
Riverside County? Is that fair? What if one commenced to 
practice law before Riverside County came into existence? 
Should any inception claim require something more than 
a sole practitioner; e.g., a partnership?

Let us look at the three firms and try to reconcile the 
questions posed. 

Thompson & Colegate (T&C)
Thompson & Colegate reports on its web page it can 

trace its origin to 1915 when the firm of Craig, Sarau & 
Thompson began. The announcement of the commence-
ment of Craig, Sarau & Thompson occurred in June 
of 1915, when RCBA President H.L. Thompson (1924) 
resigned his position as the Riverside County Assistant 

1 This discussion distinguished local firms of age as opposed to 
satellite firms, which may have an even longer lineage or pedigree 
from out of the area. And even then, one of the profiled firms is 
accused at times of being “from elsewhere.”

riverside’s oldest law FirM – a ProFile oF three

by Chris Jensen
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By 1910, it was widely known William Collier was, for 
the most part, a gentleman farmer in Wildomar.

George A. Sarau was previously licensed to practice 
law in Wisconsin. When he was first licensed to practice 
in Wisconsin, Sarau was considered the youngest practi-
tioner in the state at 23 years of age. Sarau’s legal skills 
were thought of so highly that in 1901, young Sarau 
partnered in Wisconsin with former state senator, A.B. 
Whitman. By 1912, Sarau saw California as a necessary 
career move and relocated to Riverside County to become 
associated with H.L Carnahan (then a partner in Collier, 
Carnahan & Craig). 

By 1914, William Collier, the then President of RCBA, 
was predominantly retired from the practice of law and 
his name was removed from the firm “shingle”. Exactly 
when that occurred is not known but the revised firm 
name was Carnahan, Craig & Sarau. 

In late 1914, Carnahan was appointed by the 
Governor of California to be the state’s Commissioner of 
Corporations, a newly created position. Carnahan’s name 
was thus removed from the firm and it became Craig & 
Sarau. Nevertheless, both Carnahan, although mostly 
working for the State, and Collier, only working for a few 
long term clients, maintained offices in the same building 
with Craig & Sarau and eventually Thompson.

And, as previously mentioned, in 1915 H.L. Thompson, 
joined Craig & Sarau resulting in the name change to 
Craig, Sarau & Thompson. 

Craig, Sarau & Thompson was short lived with Craig 
becoming a Riverside County Judge in 1916; the firm 
name became Sarau & Thompson. The name Sarau & 
Thompson remained until 1945. 

Roy Colegate was licensed to practice in 1930. It was 
about 1935 when he began to practice in the desert com-
munities of Riverside County. On July 1, 1943, Colegate 
joined the firm of Sarau & Thompson. Within two years, 
1945, George Sarau ceased to be a named partner and Roy 
Colegate was added to the firm with the name becoming 
Thompson & Colegate.5 

Best, Best & Krieger (BB&K)
The beginning of Best, Best & Krieger is the stuff of 

legend.6 The story is that in 1891, Raymond Best pur-
chased the law library of John G. North, son of Riverside’s 
founder, opened a law office, and the rest is history. 

However, … John G. North was not licensed to prac-
tice in California until April 10, 1894. One would there-

5 According to John Gabbert, George Sarau and his son Chris, 
joined Don Adams to create a new Probate firm. A Tribute to 
an Honorable Profession by Associate Justice John G. Gabbert, 
Retired, 2012, p. 3.

6 The BB&K beginning reminds me of the quote, “when the legend 
becomes fact, print the legend”. It comes from director John 
Ford’s Western, “The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance” (1962).

fore guess John G. North did not have a law library to sell 
in 1891. John G. North was a prominent attorney, but 
died in 1910, unexpectedly, at the age of 55 years. One of 
the assets of his estate, to be transferred to his heirs, after 
1910, was his law library.7 

Raymond Best, on the other hand, was admitted 
to practice in California in 1891. He put out his first 
“shingle” in Oceanside in September 1891. Apparently, 
Oceanside did not amount to much and so Raymond 
moved to Riverside, a small town in San Bernardino 
County, where his family resided. What Raymond did from 
1892 to 1894 is not reported. However, by May of 1894, 
Raymond, with four others, created the Riverside Abstract 
Company.8 

An Abstractor is what we would now classify as a title 
insurer. One would hire an abstractor to verify real prop-
erty legal title being transferred was legally owned by the 
transferor. The abstractor would review all historical title 
records for the property in question, verifying all trans-
ferees of that title, and any possible lien claims, back to 
the beginning of statehood. In his early days of abstract-
ing, Raymond would ride by horse and buggy up to the 
City of San Bernardino to the County Recorder’s Office 
to review all title and record books in undertaking his 
tasks. This effort had to be undertaken in San Bernardino 
because it was not until 1893 when Riverside County 
became an independent county. Prior thereto, what was 
to become Riverside County was comprised of parts of 
San Bernardino and San Diego Counties. Even though 
in 1893 Riverside County was an independent county, an 
abstractor would still need to search the San Bernardino 
or San Diego County records for all pre 1893 transfers of 
Riverside County property records.9 

7 John W. North died in Fresno in 1890. His son, John G. North, 
had his father’s remains returned to Riverside where he was 
buried in Evergreen Cemetery. A few of John W. North’s legal 
books were referenced in 1910 as being a part of the estate of John 
G. North. Perhaps Raymond Best purchased some of John W. 
North’s library?

8 Stated as the attorneys for the Abstract company was “Best 
& Widaman”, listed in the 1893-4 History of and Directory of 
Riverside County, as able and reliable lawyers and the proprietors 
of the Riverside Abstract & Title Company, “the oldest and 
establishment of the kind in Riverside.” p. 62.   Reported in the 
Santa Ana Register dated 1910, 23 July, p. 1, in Oliver Wideman’s 
obituary following his untimely death by being gunned down 
by the ex-husband of his client in a divorce case, there is a 
reference to Wideman being a partner in Best & Wideman 12 or 
15 years prior (about 1895-1897). In 1893 Wideman, alone, was 
an abstractor on a title issue in San Diego County (note half of 
Riverside County was once San Diego County), but for the most 
part Wideman was practicing in Los Angeles without reference to 
a firm. So this reference to Best & Wideman (or Widaman) may 
have been solely for a short lived partnership and only for the 
convenience of the Abstract company.

9 A real estate attorney might classify abstracting as the actual 
practice of law. The abstractor provided a legal opinion as to the 
adequacy of the title in question.
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Raymond’s career as an abstractor lasted until 1915 
when he sold his interest in the Riverside Abstract 
Company. At that time, Raymond became what we would 
all conclude was a sole practitioner.10 

In 1925, Raymond’s son, Eugene (who became an 
attorney in 1918 yet prior to 1925 practiced elsewhere) 
partnered with his father forming the firm of Best & Best. 
Eugene would become a RCBA President in 1933.

In 1938, John G. Gabbert joined Best & Best. By 1941, 
Gabbert accepted an offer of partnership and Best, Best & 
Gabbert was formed. John became a RCBA President in 
1949.

In 1946, James H. Krieger left his position with 
O’Melveny & Meyers and joined Best, Best & Gabbert. 
Gabbert and Krieger were high school buddies from 
South Pasadena High School. Within a year, 1947, the 
firm became Best, Best, Gabbert & Krieger.

By 1949, Governor Earl Warren needed to fill Riverside 
County’s new third judicial position. It was rumored 
Raymond, a very active Republican, and one of the deans 
of Riverside law, would receive the appointment. John 
Gabbert was also an active Republican and also coveted 
the judicial position. But he had an ace hidden in his 
hand. John’s father was a prominent newspaperman and 
very friendly with the Governor. Gabbert became the new 
Judge and the firm name changed to Best, Best & Krieger. 

Reid & Hellyer (R&H)
Reid & Hellyer, as named, was created in 1984 when 

the two firms of Surr & Hellyer and Reid, Babbage & Coil 
merged. 

Reid, Babbage & Coil was the newer of the two 
merged firms. It came into existence in June of 1964 when 
three members of Best, Best & Kreiger decided to start 
their own firm. The three were Enos Reid, John Babbage 
and Horace Coil. All three were or became presidents of 
the Riverside County Bar Association (Enos – 1953, John 
– 1965, and Horace – 1974). None of the three have any 
traceable law firm longevity in the area as do those with 
T&C and BB&K. 

Surr & Hellyer, on the other hand, had a much 
lengthier and convoluted past.

In 1927, the name Surr & Hellyer came into existence 
when Frank Leonard left the then firm of Leonard, Surr & 
Hellyer, to became a judge of the San Bernardino County 
Superior Court. Frank Leonard was the dean of that firm. 

10 An intriguing side note to the John Gabbert connection is his 
recollection in 2012 that his former partner, Raymond Best, did 
not start his private practice until 1917. (One can only assume 
such a recollection was from a conversation with Raymond.)  “A 
Tribute to an Honorable Profession” by Associate Justice John G. 
Gabbert, Retired, 2012, p.13.

Back when there was yet a Riverside County and our 
County seat was San Bernardino, in 1888 Frank Leonard 
arrived in San Bernardino.11 About 1889, Leonard part-
nered with Henry Goodcell operating as Leonard & 
Goodcell. Variations of that firm name appeared in the 
newspapers of the time; e.g., Paris, Goodcell & Fox (1888), 
Leonard & Morris (1896) and Goodcell & Leonard (1900), 
yet it was generally considered the firm of Leonard & 
Goodcell. 

John Howard Surr was born April 10, 1869, in 
Islington, England. He tended to go by the name Howard. 
His mother, Elizabeth (Grabham), was a teacher and activ-
ist for education, and his father, Joseph, professed to have 
been on the London City Counsel alongside famed future 
Prime Minister of England William Gladstone. Howard’s 
parents became prominent citizens of San Diego, but 
Howard chose to move to San Bernardino to practice 
law. Upon passing the Bar exam, Howard was admitted to 
practice before the California Supreme Court on October 
9, 1900. Over time, he became a specialist in Water Law 
and was special counsel to the City of San Bernardino in 
that regard. He also provided representation to the San 
Bernardino School District. Surr partnered with F. W. 
Gregg in early 1901.

F.W. Gregg commenced his practice in Tucson, 
Arizona, in 1881.12 Gregg was a New England transplant 
and a graduate of Columbia Law School. In 1885, Gregg 
was appointed a judge in Tucson, hence his moniker of 
“Judge” or “His Honor”. In 1887, F.W. moved from Tucson 
to San Bernardino. It appears he immediately partnered 
with William Harris. In short order, Gregg & Harris 
became Otis & Gregg. In 1901, Surr joined the firm and it 
became Otis, Gregg & Surr. When Otis died in 1901, the 
firm name became Gregg & Surr.

In July 1907, Howard Surr left Gregg & Surr to join 
Frank Leonard. Leonard & Surr began. 

On January 17, 1912, George Warren Hellyer passed 
the Bar exam. George immediately became a member of 
Leonard & Surr and in 1915, became a named partner. 
The name Leonard, Surr & Hellyer remained until 1927, 
when Frank Leonard’s judgeship commenced. And, again, 
the name Surr & Hellyer remained until the 1984 merger 
of Reid, Babbage & Coil and Surr & Hellyer.

Conclusion
There is the simple fact that each firm has its founda-

tion based upon the shoulders of attorneys who pioneered 

11 Frank Leonard had been practicing since 1888 but not until April 
of 1897 was he eventually assigned a bar number, California Bar 
No. 2916.

12 The same year as the famed “Gun Fight at the OK Corral”, 71 
miles to the east in Tombstone.
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our legal community, many who became a president of our county bar associa-
tion. But which firm can be considered the oldest?

Should Thompson & Colegate’s inception be declared March of 1915? Or, 
can it argue its inception can be traced back to the early 1880’s with William 
Collier as its first attorney?

Is 1891 the true Best, Best & Krieger beginning? Or, should 1915 (or 1917; 
see footnote 10) be deemed the beginning when Raymond Best ceased to be an 
Abstractor. Or, perhaps, one might consider the beginning to be 1925, when 
father and son partnered?

How about Reid & Hellyer? Can it claim its inception to be 1887 when F.W. 
Gregg partnered with William Harris, or even 1888, when Frank Leonard came 
to our then County of San Bernardino? How do we reconcile the issue of prac-
tice in pre-Riverside County? Riverside City and half of Riverside County was 
originally San Bernardino County up to 1893, when the new county line was 
drawn. Can Reid & Hellyer claim the Surr & Hellyer genealogy for Riverside 
longevity because of the county line change? 

If we deem Reid & Hellyer to be burdened by the county line change, then 
would not Thompson & Colegate too, since William Collier resided in then San 
Diego County and any practice of law would have been quite the commute of 
sorts to either court house at the County seats in San Bernardino or San Diego 
(or a myriad of area justice courts in between)?

How would you conclude?

Chris Jensen, Of Counsel in the firm of Reid & Hellyer, is president of RCBA Dispute 
Resolution Service, Inc. Board of Directors and chair of the RCBA History Committee.
 

 
 

Need Confidential Help? 
Contact Us:  The Other Bar 
24 hours    (800) 222-0767 

 

    The Other Bar is a network of 
recovering lawyers, law students 
and judges throughout the state, 
dedicated to assisting others 
within the legal profession who 
are suffering from alcohol and 
substance abuse problems. 
    We are a private, non-profit 
corporation founded on the 
principle of anonymity providing 
services in strict confidentiality. 
 

Barry Lee O’Connor & Associates

A ProfessionAl lAw CorPorAtion

REPRESENTING LANDLORDS EXCLUSIVELY
UNLAWFUL DETAINERS/
BANKRUPTCY MATTERS

951-689-9644
951-352-2325 FAX

3691 Adams Street
Riverside, CA 92504
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Riverside  4093 Market St
  951.682.2005

Corona  501 E. Sixth St
  951.737.1820

Local. Award-Winning. Trusted.

Serving the Riverside County legal community 
since 1968.

PROMO ITEMS
	■ Pens
	■ Notepads
	■ Sticky Notes
	■ Thumb Drives
	■ Tote Bags

ORGANIZATION
	■ Binders
	■ Custom Folders
	■ Forms
	■ Labels & Seals
	■ Rubber Stamps

SECURE DOCUMENT 
SERVICES
	■ Shredding
	■ Scanning
	■ Exhibits

…and so much more!

STATIONERY
	■ Letterhead
	■ Business Cards
	■ Envelopes
	■ Mailing Labels
	■ Notary Stamps

PRINTING & MARKETING SUPPORT

for Legal Firms

Hall of JusticeFamily Law
Courthouse

Historic
Courthouse Located in the  

heart of Riverside’s 
Legal District
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Office Space – Downtown Riverside
Riverside Legal & Professional Center. 
Downtown Riverside walking distance to 
Courthouse. Private Executive Suite offices, 
virtual offices and conference rooms rental 
available. We offer a state of the art phone sys-
tem, professional receptionist and free parking 
for tenants and clients. Accessible from the 91, 
60 and 215 freeways. (951) 782-8089.

Legal Malpractice
Certified Specialist by the State Bar of California 
Board of Legal Specialization. Referral Fees 
Paid. California and Nevada. 760-479-1515, 
Joel@SelikLaw.com.

Judgment Collections
California and Nevada. Referral Fees Paid. 
760-479-1515, Joel@SelikLaw.com.

Nevada
Referrals or Pro Hac Vice. Nevada since 1985. 
702-244-1930, Joel@SelikLaw.com.

Seeking Litigation Attorney
Business law firm with offices in Corona and 
Temecula, CA and Las Vegas, NV is looking 
for a Senior Litigation Associate or Junior 
Litigation Partner with a transferable book 
of business. The firm’s clients are primarily 
in southern California and the firm generally 
handles business litigation, real property litiga-
tion, and employment litigation. The candidate 
should have 5 or more years of litigation expe-
rience, including first chair trial/arbitration 
experience. The candidate is expected to be in 
the office for meetings, depositions, hearings, 
trial, and other matters, but there is flexibil-
ity to work remotely. Compensation is com-
mensurate with experience ranging between 
$150,000.00 - $200,000.00. Monthly bonuses 
are available for Associates based on perfor-
mance. The firm also provides a comprehensive 
benefits package including 401K (with match-
ing), medical, dental and vision. Please email 
resumé to lowrance@lp-attorneys.com.

ClassiFieds

The following persons have applied for membership in the 
Riverside County Bar Association. If there are no objections, they 
will become members effective June 30, 2023.

Stella Espinoza Browne – Law Office of Stella Espinoza Browne, 
Upland

Daniel A. Caliendo – Solo Practitioner, Thousand Palms

Amal N. Pujol – Law Offices of Castillo & Pujol PC, Corona

Odeha Lynette Warren – Gostanian Law Group PC, Newport Beach

 

MeMBershiP

Office Space – RCBA Building
4129 Main Street, Riverside. Next to Family Law Court, across 
the street from Hall of Justice and Historic Courthouse. 
Office suites available. Contact Charlene Nelson at the RCBA, 
(951) 682-1015 or rcba@riversidecountybar.com. 

Conference Rooms Available
Conference rooms, small offices and the Gabbert Gallery 
meeting room at the RCBA building are available for 
rent on a half-day or full-day basis. Please call for pricing 
information, and reserve rooms in advance, by contacting 
Charlene or Lisa at the RCBA office, (951) 682-1015 or 
rcba@riversidecountybar.com.

Riverside County Superior Court New CEO
The Court is pleased to announce the appointment of 
Mr. Jason B. Galkin to the position of Court Executive 
Officer (CEO) and Clerk of Court for the Superior Court of 
California, County of Riverside. Mr. Galkin began his assign-
ment on Monday, May 22, 2023. He was selected as the top 
candidate after an extensive nationwide search, following 
the retirement of the previous CEO, W. Samuel Hamrick, Jr. 
in December of 2022.

Riverside County Superior Court – Probate Referee 
Retirement
Effective June 30, 2023, Probate Referee, Joan I. Campbell, 
will be retiring and closing her office. If she was assigned 
as Probate Referee for your case and you need a new 
referee assigned after her retirement, please utilize 
Riverside County’s Local Form RI-PR098 (Application for 
Order Appointing Probate Referee) and RI-PR099 (Order 
Appointing Probate Referee). All contact information for 
the Riverside County Probate Referees can be located on 
the State Controller’s website at the following link: Probate 
Referee Contact Information (ca.gov). 
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